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NOTES THE DIRECTOR

In the last four weeks Silki, Jola, and Segun have :
driven over 450 miles taking Grandad Anansi to ' ‘
primary schools across Sutfolk. Because of their AE ‘

travels over 2,500 young people have had the
chance to experience Elayne Ogbeta’s brilliant
story, Tayo Akinbode’s dangerously catchy music,
and Sorcha Corcoran’s lovely set. For some of
them Grandad Anansi will have been their first

experience of the thrill of live performance. m CASEMENT

They couldn’t have been in better hands.

It it's your first time, we hope you enjoy watching this warm, wonderful
and dedicated company bringing our story to life (and please note that
it's traditional - and compulsory - to join in when asked).

Thank you to everyone at the New Wolsey Theatre, the teachers, pupils
and staff of all the schools we visited, and ACYCLE (African and
Caribbean Youth Creative Learning Experience) who have worked with
us to develop the show and facilitated our community performance in

Bethel Church. \
\
"

The original production of Grandad Anansi was directed by Christopher
Yarnell and produced by Half Moon and Z-arts who have allowed us to

A

use their set, score, and props. John Grose, Ipswich, generously provided
us with an electric van, and by reusing elements from the original
production and touring in that lovely van (which | believe can be hired
from John Grose at very reasonable rates), we have been able to create
our own version of the show while reducing waste and the carbon
footprint of our work. Thanks to them all.

Take care

Tony



CREATIVE TEAM

Tlayo Akinbode/ -\ Composer.

o0

Tony/Casement!- Director,

Sorcha Corcoran|-i1Set/& Costume/Designer
Oakey/Hand!- Production/Manager,
Sally/Howard -I/Additional!Costume and
Prop Maker

Becky/Loosel-\Wardrobe Maintenance
Silki|D/Morrison'-'Stage/Manager

Elayne Ogbetal-Writer,

Bradley/Travisi- Originating Producer
Christopher Yarnell - Originating|Director
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John|Grosellpswich, Half/Moon Theatre, Z
Arts.and ACY.CLE.
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He served as the inaugural Vice Chair of the Society for the

Performing Arts in Nigeria and currently holds a directorial role

at Sixty-Ten Arts Management Consulting in the United

Kingdom.

Passionate about design, storytelling and dance theatre, Dr. 09
Lawal has scripted and performed in over 125 productions

across 49 cities worldwide, consistently blending the

unorthodox with cultural resonance.

Jola/Awosusilas'Abi

Jola'is alversatile sereeniand stage actress witin al loverfor
music. Sheifrained atl Easti 15 Actinglschool, gaining| her BA
henours.

Shelisiconstantlylinspired by thelstage and how: she can
bringl her own intenpretations andiworksitor litel

Elayne Ogbeta - Writer,

ElaynelOgbeta is antawand=winning children’siwriter and playwright based in
Salferd. Her play Grandad Anansi, eniginally produced by Halff Moon Theatre
and Z-aits, wonl Besti Performance af the Manchestier Cultune Awards 2023
and has toured nationally:

Elayneiwrities stories thait celebrate heritage; fiamily, andimagination, offen

drawing on Caribbean folklore and the' Anansi tradition. Alongside her

theatreiworik; shelisia published poefiandithelauthor ofithelchildien's picturel A
.

bookiAnansitand the Dutchy: Rot. v

She holdsia BA'in Creative Writingl and an MA ini Creative Writingfor
Children. Elaynelis passionatie about creatiing joyfiul, meaningful work for
young audiencesiand continues to develop new: plays; stonies, andl creative

projects.
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