


In the last four weeks Silki, Jola, and Segun have,Q�WKH�ODVW�IRXU�ZHHNV�6LONL��-ROD��DQG�6HJXQ�KDYH
driven over 450 miles taking Grandad Anansi toGULYHQ�RYHU�����PLOHV�WDNLQJ�*UDQGDG�$QDQVL�WR
primary schools across Suffolk. Because of theirSULPDU\�VFKRROV�DFURVV�6XIIRON��%HFDXVH�RI�WKHLU
travels over 2,500 young people have had theWUDYHOV�RYHU�������\RXQJ�SHRSOH�KDYH�KDG�WKH
chance to experience Elayne Ogbeta’s brilliantFKDQFH�WR�H[SHULHQFH�(OD\QH�2JEHWD�V�EULOOLDQW
story, Tayo Akinbode’s dangerously catchy music,VWRU\��7D\R�$NLQERGH�V�GDQJHURXVO\�FDWFK\�PXVLF�
and Sorcha Corcoran’s lovely set. For some ofDQG�6RUFKD�&RUFRUDQ�V�ORYHO\�VHW��)RU�VRPH�RI
them Grandad Anansi will have been their firstWKHP�*UDQGDG�$QDQVL�ZLOO�KDYH�EHHQ�WKHLU�ILUVW
experience of the thrill of live performance.H[SHULHQFH�RI�WKH�WKULOO�RI�OLYH�SHUIRUPDQFH�  
They couldn’t have been in better hands.7KH\�FRXOGQ�W�KDYH�EHHQ�LQ�EHWWHU�KDQGV�  
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If it’s your first time, we hope you enjoy watching this warm, wonderful,I�LW�V�\RXU�ILUVW�WLPH��ZH�KRSH�\RX�HQMR\�ZDWFKLQJ�WKLV�ZDUP��ZRQGHUIXO
and dedicated company bringing our story to life (and please note thatDQG�GHGLFDWHG�FRPSDQ\�EULQJLQJ�RXU�VWRU\�WR�OLIH��DQG�SOHDVH�QRWH�WKDW
it’s traditional – and compulsory – to join in when asked).LW�V�WUDGLWLRQDO���DQG�FRPSXOVRU\���WR�MRLQ�LQ�ZKHQ�DVNHG��
Thank you to everyone at the New Wolsey Theatre, the teachers, pupils7KDQN�\RX�WR�HYHU\RQH�DW�WKH�1HZ�:ROVH\�7KHDWUH��WKH�WHDFKHUV��SXSLOV
and staff of all the schools we visited, and ACYCLE (African andDQG�VWDII�RI�DOO�WKH�VFKRROV�ZH�YLVLWHG��DQG�$&<&/(��$IULFDQ�DQG
Caribbean Youth Creative Learning Experience) who have worked with&DULEEHDQ�<RXWK�&UHDWLYH�/HDUQLQJ�([SHULHQFH��ZKR�KDYH�ZRUNHG�ZLWK
us to develop the show and facilitated our community performance inXV�WR�GHYHORS�WKH�VKRZ�DQG�IDFLOLWDWHG�RXU�FRPPXQLW\�SHUIRUPDQFH�LQ
Bethel Church.%HWKHO�&KXUFK�

The original production of Grandad Anansi was directed by Christopher7KH�RULJLQDO�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�*UDQGDG�$QDQVL�ZDV�GLUHFWHG�E\�&KULVWRSKHU
Yarnell and produced by Half Moon and Z-arts who have allowed us to<DUQHOO�DQG�SURGXFHG�E\�+DOI�0RRQ�DQG�=�DUWV�ZKR�KDYH�DOORZHG�XV�WR
use their set, score, and props. John Grose, Ipswich, generously providedXVH�WKHLU�VHW��VFRUH��DQG�SURSV��-RKQ�*URVH��,SVZLFK��JHQHURXVO\�SURYLGHG
us with an electric van, and by reusing elements from the originalXV�ZLWK�DQ�HOHFWULF�YDQ��DQG�E\�UHXVLQJ�HOHPHQWV�IURP�WKH�RULJLQDO
production and touring in that lovely van (which I believe can be hiredSURGXFWLRQ�DQG�WRXULQJ�LQ�WKDW�ORYHO\�YDQ��ZKLFK�,�EHOLHYH�FDQ�EH�KLUHG
from John Grose at very reasonable rates), we have been able to createIURP�-RKQ�*URVH�DW�YHU\�UHDVRQDEOH�UDWHV���ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�FUHDWH
our own version of the show while reducing waste and the carbonRXU�RZQ�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�VKRZ�ZKLOH�UHGXFLQJ�ZDVWH�DQG�WKH�FDUERQ
footprint of our work. Thanks to them all.IRRWSULQW�RI�RXU�ZRUN��7KDQNV�WR�WKHP�DOO�
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Elayne Ogbeta is an award-winning childrenÙs writer and playwright based inElayne Ogbeta is an award-winning children’s writer and playwright based in
Salford. Her play Grandad Anansi, originally produced by Half Moon TheatreSalford. Her play Grandad Anansi, originally produced by Half Moon Theatre
and Z-arts, won Best Performance at the Manchester Culture Awards 2023and Z-arts, won Best Performance at the Manchester Culture Awards 2023
and has toured nationally.and has toured nationally.

Elayne writes stories that celebrate heritage, family, and imagination, oftenElayne writes stories that celebrate heritage, family, and imagination, often
drawing on Caribbean folklore and the Anansi tradition. Alongside herdrawing on Caribbean folklore and the Anansi tradition. Alongside her
theatre work, she is a published poet and the author of the childrenÙs picturetheatre work, she is a published poet and the author of the children’s picture
book Anansi and the Dutchy Pot.book Anansi and the Dutchy Pot.

She holds a BA in Creative Writing and an MA in Creative Writing forShe holds a BA in Creative Writing and an MA in Creative Writing for
Children. Elayne is passionate about creating joyful, meaningful work forChildren. Elayne is passionate about creating joyful, meaningful work for
young audiences and continues to develop new plays, stories, and creativeyoung audiences and continues to develop new plays, stories, and creative
projects.projects.
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unorthodox with cultural resonance.XQRUWKRGR[�ZLWK�FXOWXUDO�UHVRQDQFH�

He served as the inaugural Vice Chair of the Society for the
Performing Arts in Nigeria and currently holds a directorial role
at Sixty-Ten Arts Management Consulting in the United
Kingdom.

Passionate about design, storytelling and dance theatre, Dr.
Lawal has scripted and performed in over 125 productions
across 49 cities worldwide, consistently blending the
unorthodox with cultural resonance.






	Originally produced by Half Moon Theatre and Z-arts
	In the last four weeks Silki, Jola, and Segun have driven over 450 miles taking Grandad Anansi to primary schools across Suffolk. Because of their travels over 2,500 young people have had the chance to experience Elayne Ogbeta’s brilliant story, Tayo Akinbode’s dangerously catchy music, and Sorcha Corcoran’s lovely set. For some of them Grandad Anansi will have been their first experience of the thrill of live performance.  They couldn’t have been in better hands.
	If it’s your first time, we hope you enjoy watching this warm, wonderful and dedicated company bringing our story to life (and please note that it’s traditional – and compulsory – to join in when asked). Thank you to everyone at the New Wolsey Theatre, the teachers, pupils and staff of all the schools we visited, and ACYCLE (African and Caribbean Youth Creative Learning Experience) who have worked with us to develop the show and facilitated our community performance in Bethel Church.
	The original production of Grandad Anansi was directed by Christopher Yarnell and produced by Half Moon and Z-arts who have allowed us to use their set, score, and props. John Grose, Ipswich, generously provided us with an electric van, and by reusing elements from the original production and touring in that lovely van (which I believe can be hired from John Grose at very reasonable rates), we have been able to create our own version of the show while reducing waste and the carbon footprint of our work. Thanks to them all.
	Take care Tony
	Tayo Akinbode - Composer Tony Casement - Director Sorcha Corcoran - Set & Costume Designer Oakey Hand - Production Manager Sally Howard  - Additional Costume and Prop Maker Becky Loose - Wardrobe Maintenance  Silki D Morrison - Stage Manager Elayne Ogbeta - Writer Bradley Travis - Originating Producer  Christopher Yarnell - Originating Director
	John Grose Ipswich, Half Moon Theatre, Z Arts and ACYCLE.
	Segun Lawal as Grandad Anansi
	Jola Awosusi as Abi
	Elayne Ogbeta - Writer
	SHOW PHOTOGRAPHER
	The New Wolsey Theatre is a registered charity (No.1082016) and we rely on funding partners and investors in order to continue our work serving the people of Ipswich and the wider community. We gratefully acknowledge their support.
	Box Office: 01473 295900 Email: tickets@wolseytheatre.co.uk Website: wolseytheatre.co.uk

